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Please cancel claims 1-101 without prejudice, 
Please add the following new claims: 



102. (New) A method comprising: 

a first author creating a first form, th^ first form 
including a set of fields , each field having one or more 
field attributes, the set of fields constituting a format 
specification of the first form; 

a first server presenting a first user interface to a 
first configurer, the first user/ interface being used by the 
first configurer to provide thfe first form to the first 



f ornuprovided by the 
;ion information 




server, ; 

the first server parking the f: 
first configurer to extract format i 
of the first form; and 

the first ser/er presenting t& the tirst configurer a 
second user interface which is constr\Jefeed--^ased on the format 
specification information extracted from the first form, the 
second user interface being used by the first configurer to 
configure a set of functions to be performed by the first 
server in processing submissions of the first form, the set of 
functions including one or more functions being responsive to 
the values of one or more fields contained in the submissions 



21 of tme first form. 
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1 103. (New) The method of claim 102 further including: 

2 generating a first program including one or more program 

3 components to perform the set of functions configured by the 

4 first configurer in processing a submission of the first form 

5 submitted by a first user,/ the first program being designated 

6 as the program to process/ submissions of the first form. 
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104. (New) The method <pf claim 102 further including: 

generating a set <f>£ directives corresponding to the set 
of functions configured by the first configurer, the set of 
directives to be used by a nirst program that is designated as 
the program to process submissions of a plurality of forms 
including submissi/ons of th^ first form. 





105. (New) The /method of clairrkj. 04 wherein the first program 



is configured tfo process submissions of multiple forms based 
upon multiple/ sets of directives, each set of directives 
correspondirjg to the set of functions configured for each 
form. 



1 106. (NeW) The method of claim 102 wherein a configuration 

2 data stipcture is created for the first form to include 

3 configuration information provided by the first configurer 

4 with respect to the set of functions to be performed in 

5 response to a submission of the first form. 
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1 107. (New) The method of claim 106 further including: 

2 maintaining consistency between the configuration data 

3 structure and the format specification of the first form. 



1 108. (New) The method lof claim 107 wherein maintaining 
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consistency includes : 

modifying the conf figuration information in the 
configuration data structure in response to changes in the 
format specification of the first form. 

109. (New) The method pf cla/m 107 tyherein maintaining 
consistency includes : 

determining whether the format specification of the first 
form has been changed pince tl\e configuration da£& structure 
was created; and 

if the format specification of the first form has been 
changed since the configuration data structure was created, 
updating the configuration data structure to reflect the 
changes that have bejsn made to the format specification of the 
first form. 



110. (New) A systen. 
logic to preser 



comprising : 
t a first user interface to a first 



configurer , the first user interface being used by the first 



configurer to provide 



© a first 
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form to the system, the first 
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form being created by a first author and including a set of 
fields, each field having one or more field attributes, the 
set of fields constituting a format specification of the first 
form; 

logic to parse tlhe first form provided by the first 
configurer to extract format specification information of the 



first form; and 

logic to present 
interface which is cortstructe 
specification information ex 
second user interface 
configure a set of functions 
processing submissions of the 




to the first configurer a second user 
,ed on the format 

from the first form, the 
lsed by the first configurer to 
to be performed by the system in 
, the set of functions 



being 




including one or more functions being responsive to the values 
of one or more fields contained in the submissions of the 



20 first form. 

1 111. (New) The system of claim 110 further including: 

2 logic to gener/ate a first program including one or more 

3 program components / to perform the set of functions configured 

4 by the first configurer in processing a submission of the 

5 first form submitted by a first user, the first program being 

6 designated as the program to process submissions of the first 

7 form. 
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112. (New) The system of claim 110 further including: 



logic to generat 
the set of functions 



e a set of directives corresponding to 
configured by the first configurer, the 
set of directives to be used by a first program that is 
designated as the program to process submissions of a 
plurality of forms including submissions of the first form. 

113. (New) The system of claim 112 wherein the first program 



ess subm 



is configured to proc: 



upon multiple sets ofe direct 




f multiple forms based 
set of directives 
functions configured for each 



corresponding to the| set of 
form. 

114. (New) The sysjbem of cl^im 110 wherein a configuration 
data structure is c/reated for\the first fornjxto include 
configuration information provideS^by-^fhe first configurer 
with respect to tWe set of functions to be performed in 
response to a submission of the first form. 



1 115. (New) The system of claim 114 further including: 

2 logic to maintain consistency between the configuration 

3 data structure and the format specification of the first form. 

1 116. (New) The system of claim 115 wherein logic to maintain 

2 consistency includes : 
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3 logic to modify the configuration information in the 

4 configuration datW structure in response to changes in the 

5 format specification of the first form. 
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117. (New) The system of claim 115 wherein logic to maintain 



ludos 



consistency inc 

logic to det 
the first form has 
structure was crea 



ermi 



lpdate 



logic to u 
reflect changes tha 
specification of t 
the first form has 



ine whether the format specification of 
been changed since the configuration data 
tjed; and 

the conf igytf^ion data structure to 
t have been/ made \to the format 




e first fo/rm if the format specification of 
been changed since the configuration data 
ed. 



perform operations 
a first serve 
first configurer , 




structure was creat) 

118. (New) A machine -readable^oiedij^^ instructions 
which, when execute :d by a machine, cause the machine to 

including : 

r presenting a first user interface to a 
the first user interface being used by the 
first configurer tjo provide a first form to the first server, 
the first form bedjng created by a first author and including a 

ch field having one or more field 
of fields constituting a format 



set of fields , ea 
attributes, the set 



specification of t 
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the first serWer parsing the first form provided by the 
first configurer to extract format specification information 
of the first form; and 

the first server presenting to the first configurer a 
second user interface which is constructed based on the format 
specification information extracted from the first form, the 



second user interface 



configure a set of functions to 



being used by the first configurer to 



server in processing 



submissio 



the values of one or 



^rformed by the first 
le first form, the set of 



functions including o:ie or more functions being responsive to 



more fie 



22 of the first form. 



1 119. (New) The machi 



ie-readable^jiiedjjiHr*of claim 118 further 




submissions 



including : 

generating a firjst program including one or more program 
components to perfornji the set of functions configured by the 
first configurer in processing a submission of the first form 



submitted by a first 



as the program to process submissions of the first form. 



12 0. (New) The mac 
including : 

generating a ste 



line-readable medium of claim 118 further 



user, the first program being designated 



t of directives corresponding to the set 



of functions configured by the first configurer, the set of 
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directives to be us\< 



id by a first program that is designated 
the program to proce ss submissions of a plurality of forms 
including submissions of the first form. 



as 



121. (New) The mach l 
the first program is 
multiple forms based 
set of directives coitre 



configured for each 



ne-readable medium of claim 120 wherein 

configured to process submissions of 

upon multiple sets of directives, each 

sponding to the set of functions 



orm. 



le-reaaable medium of claim 118 wherein a 



122. (New) The machi 



configuration data structure is created for the first form to 



include configuration 



configurer with respect to 



performed in response! 



info 



to a s 




1 123. (New) The machine- readable medium of claim 122 further 

2 including: 

3 maintaining consistency between the configuration data 

4 structure and the format specification of the first form. 



1 124. (New) The ma 

2 maintaining consis 

3 modifying the 

4 configuration data 

5 format specificati 
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dhine-readable medium of claim 123 wherein 

^;ency includes: 
configuration information in the 
structure in response to changes in the 

>n of the first form. 
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ication of the first 
ion data structure was 



125. (New) The machine -readab>€ medium of claim 123 wherein 
maintaining consisten 
determining whet 
form has been cha; 
created; and 

if the /format specification of the first £6rm has been 
changed since the configuration Hata stp*(5ture was created, 
updating the configuration data structure to reflect the changes 
that/nave been made to the format specification of the first 



10 form. 
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